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Birzeit University, Palestine 

 

A shift from teaching English for general purposes to teaching English for 

Academic Purposes (EAP) has entailed changes in English teaching practices at Birzeit 

University. To succeed in the shift, an attempt was made to design EAP materials that 

could accommodate the special needs of the students. However, while designing new 

materials can be somewhat heartwarming both professionally and individually, it can also 

be an intricate process, posing a number of challenges. This study aims at exploring 

Birzeit University attempt to develop its English Communications Program focusing on 

the major steps and factors influencing this process and the implications toward 

evaluating its effectiveness. 
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Quality English Teaching/Learning Project

curricula development, syllabus 

redesign, and the production of course descriptions and teaching materials
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The term “needs” hereinafter is generally and broadly used to comprise 

students’ wants, subject teachers’ necessities, and EFL teachers’ perceptions

English for Academic, Study 

purposes

before

not



Which of the 

four skills is most important to you in your studies?,
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of the investigation they serve no purpose. 

Students: How important do you think the following uses of English are to you and 

your studying? 

 Subject and EFL Teachers: How important do you think the following uses of 

English are to your students?

 



Students: How difficult do you find the following uses of English?     

Teachers: How difficult do you think your students find the following uses of 

English

Assessment of status quo (students):

( ) 
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Note: other classifications can be arrived at including more foci or sub-tasks. This 

should be determined with regard to the different courses and their nature (EAP, 

ESP, etc.) 



target tasks

pedagogic tasks
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task-

supported task-based



). An introduction to Applied Linguistics: Approaches and 

Methods in Language Teaching.

TESOL 

Quarterly

TESOL Quarterly

Language 

Teaching

Individual Freedom in Language Teaching: 

Helping Learners to Develop a Dialect of their Own

TESOL Quarterly, 

ESL in 

America: Myths and Possibilities

Handbook of Foreign Language Communication and Learning

Task-based Language Learning and Teaching

Assessing the Effectiveness of EAP Programs
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The Practice of English Language Teaching. 

Lancaster Practical Papers in English Language Education

English for Specific Purposes: A 

Learning-centered Approach

Genre and Second Language Writing

Approaches to Syllabus Design for Foreign Language 

Learning

University of 

Hawaii Working Papers in ESL

TESOL Quarterly

Communicative Syllabus Design

Task-Based Language Teaching

Second Language Pedagogy

English for Specific Purposes

Curriculum Development in Language Teaching

Identifying the Needs of 

Adults Learning a Foreign Language

ESP Today: A Practitioner’s Guide

Language Learning

Applied

Linguistics

Journal of 

Second Language Writing

Talking to Learn: Conversation in 

Second Language Acquisition

A Cognitive Approach to Language Learning

Language Teaching



Studies in Second Language Acquisition  

General English Syllabus Design

English 

Language Teaching Journal

Notional Syllabuses. A Taxonomy and its 

Relevance to Foreign Language Currriculum Development. 


